The Ancient Worlds of Asia
This policy began with the Sassanians.   The settlement in Isfahan of the Jewish colony of Yehudiya from Armenia was mentioned above.  When Shah Abbas I realised that he could not defend Armenia against the Turks, who were superior both in number and strength, he decided that he would leave the enemy only waste land to occupy.   Twenty-four thousand Armenian families were therefore forcibly transported to Persia and divided up amongst the various provinces of the Empire. The majority of them merged with the Musulman population so that before long they forgot their own language, religion and traditions.   Abbas destroyed the then flourishing town of Julfa on the Araxes near Nakhitshevan and transferred the whole population to New Julfa, a name imposed on the resulting settlement near Isfahan. By 1650 the new town had a population of thirty thousand who had adapted themselves well to their new life, had built up an active trade and were flourishing. A European visitor will find little to interest him in Julfa's narrow, shady, silent streets except perhaps its own particular type of people, with women and girls in traditional costume and its Armenian cathedral with a half-Persian, half-Italian style of interior decoration.
Before leaving Isfahan and Iran to travel deeper into the world of Asia, let us consider briefly one characteristic of the Iranian people which, it must be added, has only preserved its purity in certain parts of the country. There has always been, alongside the Iranian, a strong Turkish element, which has come to be known as Turanian.
The name Turanian is less an ethnic reality than a mythological concept covering all the enemies of Iran. It was used in this latter sense by the Iranian national poets of old and constantly recurs in the Shahnama ("History of the King") of Firdousi. These Turanians were nornad tribes who threatened and ravaged Iran with their invasions. They were mainly Turkish tribes, certain of which, the Seljuks, the Mongols and the Timurids, conquered Iran at various times. All these invasions came from the north-east across the river Oxus, Following the period of the Caliphs, Iran was, in fact, more often under Turanian than Iranian rulers and the last dynasty,
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